.

Meupoot Eagreel]

Newport Pagnell Town
Council

Annual Report 2007/08

a at Accredited
Employer



Newport Pagnell Town Council g

T

i Segaill

Contents

Town Councillors

Officers’ contact details

Message from the Town Mayor

Councillors Allowances

Public Relations and Economic Development
Lovat Meadow Caravan Park

Property Management

Policy and Finance

Sport and Recreation

Allotments 11
Planning, Highways and Environment 12
Accounts 07/08 14

©ooo~NOOORDdWW

Photographs kindly supplied by Mr Brian Sidebottom and Mr Brian Hunt.

Page 2



Newport Pagnell Town Council ﬁ

T

i Segaill

Town Councillors

At 12 May 2008

Newport Pagnell North

BAINES Simon 9 Yeats Close MK16 8RD 616342
BARRY Mike 78 Westbury Lane MK16 8PN 613086
EGAN Wendy 11 Kennington Close MK16 ONJ 617903
HORNBLOW Roger 137 Westbury Lane MK16 8RX 616450
IRWIN Annette 25 Alexandra Dr MK160JX 611499
RICHARDS Alan 27 Flora Thompson Drive MK16 616674
WARTON Nick 16 Shelley Close MK16 8JB 611448

Newport Pagnell South

ALEXANDER Paul 11 Highfield Close MK16 9AZ 611025
BROATCH John 2 Welland Drvie MK16 9DX 617181
CARMAN lan 58, Lagonda Close MK16 9BW 613893
DUNFORD Pauline 3 Chapel Court Silver St MK16 OEP 618947
EASTMAN Derek 19 Whaddon Road MK16 0BW 216137
HAYCOCK Karen 2 Welland Drive MK16 9DQ 617181
HENDERSON Euan 84 Silver Street MK16 OEG 616840
SMITH John 18 Severn Drive Newport Pagnell 612708

Officers’ Contact Details

TOWN CLERK Lesley Welch 519718
TownClerk@newport-pagnell.org.uk

FINANCE OFFICER Lesley Mountford 519717
FinanceOfficer@newport-pagnell.org.uk

OFFICE MANAGER Patrick Donovan 519712
OfficeManager@newport-pagnell.org.uk

LEISURE FACILITIES Sean O’Connor 519706

MANAGER Sean.OConnor@newport-pagnell.org.uk

OPERATIONS MANAGER Phil Brown 519707

Phil.Brown@newport-pagnell.org.uk
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Newport Pagnell Town Council

Having accepted the post of
Town Mayor on the 12" May
one of the first tasks is to pre-
pare the annual Mayor’s re-
port for Newport Pagnell.

This is probably a good point
for the Mayor to start, as one
has ideas to take the Council
forward but at the same time
it is essential to continue the
good works started by my
predecessors. So it was in-
teresting to look at the past
year and see so much has
taken place.

My year starts with the Car-
nival as one of the highlights
and one is reminded of the
rain that washed out last
year’s event. We hope this
will not put people off this
year.

The farmers market has now
been running for a year and
is going from strength to
strength and we thank all
involved in making this such
a success and wish it the
very best for the future.

The Christmas lights proved
to be as popular as ever and

AU Gagmil]

Message from the Chairman

| don’t think Newport would
be the same without the
switching on of the lights. To
most of us that is the start of
Christmas.

The Middleton swimming
pool has continued to go
from strength to strength and
we were pleased for the staff
when the pool was given a
commendation from QUEST
for the outstanding standards
achieved. Again many
thanks for all who have put in
so much to keep this suc-
cess story running

This brings me to another of
the Town’ successes, the
caravan park. This has
achieved its expectations on
the year and continues to
bring back old and new visi-
tors to our Town.

The allotments are now ex-

ceeding all expectations and
we have a long waiting list on
all sites.

The Neighbourhood Action
Group (NAG) has been intro-
duced to the Town and is set
up and in progress. Both
young and old in the Town put
ASB as its most pressing item
of concern, we can also report
drink orders are now in place
throughout the Town, which
should assist In this area of
concern.

And finally we can report the
welcoming of new councillors
and the goodbye to old as the
Town elections were called
this year. We wish both well in
the future.

Yours sincerely

Clir Roger Hornblow
Town Mayor

Allowances for Councillors

In 2007/08 A Chairman’s allowance in the amount of £1,446 was

awarded to Cllr Simon Baines.

In 2008/09 The Chairman’s allowance of £1,416.14 was awarded

to Cllir Roger Hornblow.

Members allowances in the amount of £709.21 each for 2008/09
were claimed by Clirs Paul Alexander, Simon Baines, Mike Barry,
Wendy Egan, Karen Haycock, Annette Irwin and Nick Warton.
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Taking part in local events

Public Relations and Economic Development

The Town Council continued to support, by way of donations,
some of the organizations which provide the voluntary planting in the
town, which go such a long way to making the town a brighter place to
live.

It ensured that the Town Council had a presence at community
events such as the Christmas Lights Switch On, the Carnival Procession
and Strawberry Fayre. And it continues to develop the town’s website,
www.newport-pagnell.org.uk

For the forthcoming year there are plans to hold a Volunteers’
Forum at the Tickford Community Centre to bring together volunteers
and those organizations looking for volunteers.

Cllir Wendy Egan, Chair of the PR and ED Committee
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Encouraging tourism

Lovat Meadow Caravan Park
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The bad weather and flooding of the River Ouzel were major contributing factors to a
4% decrease in visitors between June and August. The target for 2008/09 is to elicit a
10% increase in visitors in the summer months, through wider advertising and
increased communication with previous visitors.
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Accommodating Community Groups

During the winter, the central heating boiler supplying our Council
office building in the High Street failed totally. After considering various
quotes for repair/replacement, it was found that the cost of replacement
of the boiler, was not a lot more than its repair. We therefore decided to
have fitted the latest condensing unit, which with all the associated con-
trols, will work more efficiently, at less cost, than its predecessor. As we
rely on a public purse, we try to reduce expense where we can, whilst
maintaining quality and efficiency.

As mentioned in last year’s report, we now have sufficient funds
set aside to refurbish the Portfields Community Centre. Work will be tak-
ing place during the summer, to bring it up to a higher standard inside.
We are also taking steps to make it, and those who use it, more secure.
We will be incorporating the latest materials and controls, to once again
make it a facility to be proud of.

Cllr John Smith, Chair of the Property Management Committee.

In 2007/08 the number of regular hirers at the Portfields and Green Park
Community Centres remained static at 10 and 13 respectively. The
Tickford Centre hirers increased to 19 hirers and all major timeslots are
filled.
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Accommodating Community Groups

Casual Hirers at the Community Centres

o 2006/07
m 2007/08

Portfields Green Park Tickford

Centre

Policy and Finance

The Committee continued to support the Citizens’ Advice Bureau
located in the Council Chamber every Monday morning for the benefit of
local residents.

The Committee supported the extra Youth Session at Newport
Pagnell Youth Club, and the introduction of three free play sessions for
children across the town over the summer holidays. An application to
the Parish Partnership fund may well see the number of sessions
doubling for the summer of 2008.

It continues its monitoring and decision making role on all areas
relating to the internal finances of the Town Council.

Clir Simon Baines, Chairman of the Policy and Finan  ce Committee
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Sport in Newport Pagnell
Attendance at Middleton Pool is shown in the chart below. In 2007/08
there were 202,377 visits, which pushes the pool to capacity.
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Sport in Newport Pagnell

Clubs using Willen Road Sports Ground

Newport Pagnell Tennis Club

Newport Pagnell Cricket Club

Newport Pagnell Town Football Club

Newport Pagnell Alternative Sports Association (NASA)

Kingfisher Titans

Workplace Wanderers

Bletchley FC

Newport Pagnell Youth Football Club
Newport Pagnell Veterans Football Club
Mach Zone

Old Green Man

Colts Football Club

All clubs are open to new members and if you wish to join one of the clubs you
should contact the club directly.

User groups, including the skate park users, are welcomed and encouraged to
attend the monthly Recreation Committee meetings, details of which are on the
website www.newport-pagnell.org.uk

May 2008 saw the second Leisure Forum which brought together sports and
leisure groups in the town.

NASA's plans for the refurbishment of the Skate Park move ahead. The Town
Council was successful in being allocated funding from WREN towards a Multi
Use Games Area and play equipment on the Poets estate.

A free draining hardcore car park at Willen Road Sports Ground has been
agreed by the Recreation Committee and it is expected to complete this facility
by March 2009.

This report cannot end without a comment on Newport Pagnell’s popular swim-
ming pool. It is the first choice for all our customers and continues to go from
strength to strength.

ClIr Derek Eastman, Chair of Recreation Committee
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Encouraging healthy living
Allotments Committee
The Allotments Committee works in partnership with the Site Rep-
resentatives from each of our five allotment sites in Newport Pagnell.
We are responsible for site security, grass cutting, hedges, efficient wa-
ter supply, making sure each allotment plot is being worked on and fol-
lowing up reasons when they fall into neglect. We deal with any com-
plaints and work hard for things to be resolved.
Cllr Nick Warton, Chair of Allotments Committee
Take up of Allotments
@ 2005
N | | | | | | |m2006
02007
[012007/08
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Planning for the Future

This Committee reviews and comments on planning applications
affecting Newport Pagnell. Although this Council is not the Planning Au-
thority (that is the responsibility of Milton Keynes Council), under planning
law we are always consulted and this Committee's opinions are taken into
account prior to decisions being made.

We also deal with highways and environmental matters and the
Traffic Review involving Milton Keynes Council and the Newport Pagnell
Partnership continues. Following public consultation, recommendations
have been made on enhancements to traffic and parking within the
town. Environmental issues including waste and recycling, the availability
and use of open spaces and any local issues of environmental protection
are also dealt with by this Committee. This year we shall have input to
the New Rural Strategy for Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes which
will look at the local economy, communities and environment and how
they affect local rural life.

ClIr lan Carman, Chair of the Planning, Highways an  d Environment
Advisory Committee (PHEAC)
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No of plans

No of objections / queries
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Planning comparison month by month

Planning Applications considered

@ 2006/07

m 2007/08

Aprii May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb  Mar
Month

Objections to Planning Applications

@ 2006/07

@ 2007/08

Page 13

Aprii May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb  Mar
Month



